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Ths folloving is a resume of statements made to source by Diego MARTINEZ
Berrio, President of the Spanish Republican Government-in~%xile, in
sarly January 1949, :

1. I consider the PRIETYO plan in a state of forced suapension. After FRIETO'S
voluntery retirsment fram the Commiites (the Socialist Committes negotiating
for a coalition government, from which FRIETO withdrew on 27 Novecrber 1948,
becsuse of 111 health), the Socialist Party itself sgreed to dissolve this
committee and, to all intents and purposes, to substitute for it the
Iimison Commission, This commission is intended to be com>osed of the
Socinlist Party, the Union Genera) de Trabajadores, the factions of the
republican parties associated in the Alianza Re-ublicans Espancla and ths
Iringes of the Confederacion Naclonal del Trabsjo repreaented by Juan Joss
LUQUB, who, 1 am told, has guarreled with one segment of his erstwhile
followers. Yhat 1e being attempted cutside Spain ie something similar to
#hat has been functioning inside Spain with the name Alianza Nncional de
Fuerzas Democraticas,

2. Alvaro de ALBORNOZ (Prime Minister of the exile government) ie much mors
realistic and responsible than meny people think, Jose GIRAL has remsined
vexry much to the left of him. ALBORNOZ is surprised at thie and not without
rsason. but that is the way it 1s. Conforming to reality, ALBOLNOZ' old
gosition has undergons a notable change. It can be said that his voesition
i3 tha sams as mine,

3., Jaume MIRAVITLLES {director of information of the Spaniah Republicans in
New York - La Prenss (NY), 17 March 1948) bas propoeed that I dissolve the
Oovernment and remain alone as the representative of Republican Insit sutions,
in order to make the golution of the problem sasier. I replied that I am
willing to do that and much more, as soon ms there is a formula which has °
subgtance and responsible backinz. If the British or the Ameriecan Covernment
tells me to, I will take myself out of the pieture, provided a concrete
formula exists which i8 not a msre drerm or an asviration without the
becking through which it might have real possibilities. But as long as
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there 18 no clear and effective solution, as long ar there extat nothing
more than inirigues, hynotheses and »rojects, I am not digposed to commit
what could with renson be considered an act of tremson. I am not

willing to abandon my nost or the Republican Institutione excedt to a
reality which might open roads to democracy to Spain. Whenever resncnslble
Fowers tell me that these ronds will be onened, even though I do not like
or share their voint of view, I ehall lsave the way free. Until this
monent arrives, hera I shsll remain, maintaining my vosition and that of
ihe Government, ALBORNOZ thinks substantially the same as I.
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The situation as I see 1t && that we are goine directly to the Monarchy.

¥o are apnroaching a quasi~absolute Monarchy. Inside Spain thers is

nothing ageinst FRANCO. ¥FRANCO is playing with Don Juan as a cat playe

with a mouse, yet Don Jusn, although it may seem paradoxical ,5is the

only eerious thing that there is in Spein 30 oviose FRANCO, The Monarchist-
Soclalist pact 1s nothing more than a way of cooperating for the setadlishment
of the Monarchy. Mo matter what intention 41ts nrotaponists vay have, the )
only aceconmnlishment of this pect is to facilitate the Monarchist restoration.
in the face of a falt accompli, the nrogram of the eight voints might serve

%0 enable the Monarchy to wrest some concessions from the militzry. I do

not think that the thing has any other imvortance.,
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